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A faithfull Report of pro- 
ceedings anent the Aſſemblie of 


Miniſters at Mbirdeen vpon 


Tweſday theſecondof 
Lulij I 60F« 


SY Lthough I hane been iri 
SS x of Exeland many yeeres,yetT 
72 Nog cinot but bemoved with 
04 SA F221) thegricvous traducing of 
YELP, &f faithful Miniſters in Scor- 
=== [7 hich I heatecuery 

day as I hatie occaſion to meet with men et-. 
ther addicted (more or lefſe) to Papiſtrie,or 
veterly ignorar of Scottiſ-affairs. Traducing, 
I faye, {ic Miniſters as if they were indeed 
ouiltic of high treaſon. A lively member of 
the Kirk cannot but be ſenſible of the trou- 


bles thereof, in what part of the world {o e- 
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A fa#hfull Report of proceedings 
uer he be : How then can I be vamoued to 
heare fic things of the principalmembers of 
the Kirk in Scotland, lo neare and deare not 
only to Scottil-me,but to Engliſh-men too, 
it they be truely religious © For doeth nor 
euery wiſe-hearted Chriſtan evidently pcr- 
ceiue, that(among otherStratagemes of this 
declining age) Satan would blemith the go- 
ipelland vnderminde the Kirk, through the 
{1des of thole faithtull Miniſters. 

I hauethought ir therefore very neceſſa- 
rie to colle&tand ſer donn this taithfull Re- 
port, hoping that th'indifferent Reader will 
ſuſpend his judgement, till Traeth ( Times 
daughter) be fit to ſhew her ſelfe in publifÞ, I c6- 
fute no obiecions, becauſe I would not of- 
fend : and beſides Rectum et index ſui & 0b- 
Lqui. Laſtly I call this Report farthfull;becaule 
Thaue faithfullie colleed the ſame out of 
fairhfull intelligences fent out of Scorlande 
from faithfull Brethren, and not becauſe I 
can ovowv (though TI beleeve) everie part 
thereof to be vndoubtedly true. And there- 
fore pray with proteſtation that this he” 
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anent the Aſſcmb.of Minii1.at Abirdtew. 


be not preiudiciall toa more evident truth, 
which hercatrer may bee publiſhed by au- | 
thoritie; or by the Miniſtue, h 
In the Gencrall Aſlembly at Halyrude- 
hows, in November 1 6 © 2. the Brethren con- | 
ſented to-his Ma : that the next Afſemblie Þ 
ſould be at _Abirdeen the laſt Tweſday of 1#- 
ly 1604. and not before ( Notwithſtanding 
1t was then and there ordained with his M3. 
conſent, that the diets of Aſſemblies be ap- 
pointed, and kept preciicly cucrie yeere ac- 
- | cordingto an act of Parliament 1 592) Re- 
| | ſpeting his Ma. pleaſure ſo much, as that 
+ | they did notduly conſider how preiudici- 
. | all ir might proove to the libertie of the 
K:rk, to tranſgreſle the ſaid Actes of Parlia- 
ment, and Generall Aflembly, in not hol- 
ding with all coſtancie the Generall Afſem- 
bly @rce (atleaſt) euery yecre. 
That their excceding' regard of his Ma: 
rRmuee may zit more appeare, it is not to 
c forgotten, that thePreſbyterics yeelded 
toa Letter dated at Perth g. Iuly 1 6 04. and 
{ubſcribed be the Laird of Lowref#on the 
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Kings Commiſſioner, CM aifter Patrik Gal- 
foway, Moderator of the faid Afſemblic at 
Holyrudehous and Mailter Richard T homeſon, 
Clerkto theCommiſhoners,in name of the 
Commiſſioners of the Generall Aſſembly : 
Whereby they were certified that it was his 
Maieſties pleaſure that the Aſſembly ſould 
be cotinued to the Firi? Tweſday of Tuly 160 5, 
ifadvertiſement came not ſooner. And this 
they did,notwithſtanding an Act of the Al- 
ſembly at Holyrudchons, whereby all power 
was taken from the Commitioners of the 
\ Generall Aſſembly, to make any alteration, 
' driftordelayofthedict of the Generall A(- 
ſembly: Which at was made with his Ma- 
zeſties conſcnt,to remoouea iuſt conceyued 
grief ofthe Kirk, 
 TheGenerall Aſſembly being ſo mani- 
yeeres deferred, open ſcandalls fo multipli- 
cd;and the rather becaulc interior Iudicato- 
ries were contemned by the chicteſt male- 
factors, who did elude, and cſcape their cen- 
ſures by appellation to a Generall Aſſem- 


bly, which they neuer expected; and Papiſts 


grow | 


. 


anent the Aſſemb.of Minii.at Abirdeen. 


grew ſo infolent, Teſuites and Semiriarie 
Prieſtestravayling ſecurely within the king- 
dome, That of necefſtiemany Synodes and Þ{ 
Pxesbyterics vied many meanes and Medias | 
tors, yea many Commiſſioners from many {| 
Provinces, convening at: Saint lohnfonein | 
Oftober 1604.made(with confentof his Ma- 
icſtiesCommiſhoner) a Supplication to his 
Maicſtie,for haſting the General Aſſembly; 
But all to no great purpoſe. 

For not long before the vttermoſt day of 
Aſſembly were letters dated at Edingbureh, 
ſubſcribed as thoſe from Perth, and directed 
ro the Presbyteries, advifing them not to 
«cepe the fifth day of Tulij : Which crror of 
naming the fifth day for the Fir# T weſday, - 
which was the ſecond day of 14h; directly. ap- 
pointed in the ſaid letters from Perth, whe- 
ther it were of purpoſe or no, it is not cer- 
ten. Butſo it was that the Commiſſioners 
of ſome Presbyreries by reaſon therof came 
not to CAbirdeen till the 4. and 5, dayes of 
Isli, and ſome not at all. 

The cauſes mooving the Presbyteries to 
| A4 {end 
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' fendrtheir Commiſſtoners(theſe letters not- 
\ , withſtanding)werethele. 1.They cametoo 
late. 2: They werenot with command, but 
by way of advice. 3. By the ſaid Act at Hg- 
lyrugehous, the power ot altering or delaying 
the Dietof Aſſemblies was taken from the 
Commiſſioners of the Generall Aſlemblie, 
4 Noother day and place were appointed. 
5. Thedanger of the tortalting the libertie 
of the Kirk, and 6. Theneccſhtic of an Af 
ſemblie. 
The Miniſters who convened at CMbir- 
den the ſecond of Inly were theſe, Maiit, lohn 
Forbes, Ma.lohn Munro, Ma. Andro Duncan, 
Ma. Alexander Stranchen, Ma. William Forbes, 
Ma. Robert Zoune ſon, (Ma, lames Irving, Ma, 
Charles Ferme, Ma.lohn Sharp, Ma. Robert Du- 
rie. Ma. Archibald Blackburne, Ma. Iaries 
Roſſe, Ma. Dauid Rail, Ma. Alexander Strogie, M , 
Iames Mill, Ma. David Robertſon, Ma. Williams 
Dauidſon, Me. Robert Reed, and lohn Rough, in 
&l 79. 

After the ſermon made by Ma. Iames Roſſe 
Miniſter at Abiracen,the Brethren conven ed 
| In 
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anent the Aſſemb.of Minift. at Abiratep, 


. | inthe Kirk with theLaird of Lowre#on,& by 
> | mutuall conſent cotinued theirdonn fitting 
till the after noone in expeRation of ma 
Brethren hindred in their tourney, as was 
ſuppoſed, by.iniuric of weather. At twoo 
houres inthe after noone they mett in the 
Seſs10n-houſe, within the Kirk of Abirdeen,and 
after incalling on the name of God by Mai. 
Danid Rout Moderator of the Synod of 4- 
birdeen. in place of M.Pal.Galloway, they ſent 
for the ordinarie Clerk of the Aflemblie, 
who wenttothem; At which time theLaird 
; | of Lowreitonſitting don amongſt them, afhr- 
med: T hat thovgh hemight charge them, yet he 
would rather make wſe of a miſsrue Letter fron 
the Lordes of the ſecret Councell, diretted to the_> 
Minizlerie in their Aſſembly at Abirdeen,yvhich 
5 | hedelired them toread and anfwer.But vn- 
» | alla Moderator was choſen, that could not 
s | be. He named Maiſter 10hn Forbes to be the 
# | mouth forthe reſt; But perceiving that the 
Aſſembly would proceed orderly in their 
eleion,he remooved him ſelfe of his owne 
irce will,” That (as he openly declared) hee 

might 
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might eſchery to be quarelled & found fault 
with, for ſ{ceming to approove the ſaid Ele- 
&ion by his eric it it fould fall out that 
heand they ſould not agree, After his pe- 
mooving, they deſired Ma. Thomas Nichol- 
fone (ordinarie Clerke to the Aſſembly) to 
remaine with them, and to do his office, He 
refuſed til he ſould ſee how the iſſue of their 
doings ſould content the Laird of Lowre. 
fon,and lo (bur firſt defiring and obtayning 
diſpenſation for his abſence) he likewiſe re- 
| mooveqdhimſclte, 

The Ailembly proccedes, 8& having put 
in lytcs Maiſter Robert Darie, Ma. lohn Mun- 
70, and Ma, lohan Forbes, who were in cle! 
on, with genera]l conſent chooſe Mai. /0/n 
Forbes Moderator, and the rather, becauſe 
they were willing to reſpect. the Laird of 
' TZowſlanesnominatis ; and after prayer made 
| bythenew Modrrator, they did chooſe M. 
' Jobu Sharp Clerktor that time, 

After this clection the Letter mifſiue was 
read, and the indgement of the Afſemblic 


} craved. Thelctter conliſted of two poin - 
' . 
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anent the Aſſemb.of Mini. at Abirdeen. 


firſt that the Aſſembly ſould be preſently 
diſſolved; and ſecondly, that no new diet 
ſould be appointed till his Maieſtie were ac- 
quainted therewith . And yet it was agreed 
betweene the Lord Chancellor and Mai. lohn 
Forbes in Edinburgh before the Miniſters 
met in their Aſſembly at A4birdeen, that the 


Miniſters ſould meet, and ( vpon requeſt of 


the Councell) having fenced their Aﬀem:- 
bly, continue the inrreating of all things to 
a new day. The Aſſembly yeelded to the 
former, But for reaſons before mentioned, 


thought it needtull to appoint anew diet, if 


the Laird of Lowre#on would not, but if he 
would they agreed to conſent thereto, were 
the day appointed long or ſhort. They ſenr 
& delired his preſence. The Moderator de- 
</ared to him the indgement of the Afſem- 
bly, & he approved the former part of their 
concluſion, but refuſed todefigne11y time 


long or ſhort, Albeit the Aſſerhbly aſſured 


him thatvponthe reverent reſpe& they had 
to ſatisfie his Ma. defire,they would bee als 
xeadic afterward to cotinue to acerten day, 
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A faithfull Report of proceedings 
ifhis Ma.ſould require the ſame. Afterlong 


reaſoning was brought to conſider the ne- 
ccſſitic of continuing the Aſſembly to a cer- 


taine time : and the rather, becaule ( as hee 


him ſeclte did there openly report) it was 
thought they lould never haue Aſſembly a- 
paine : but yet would not agree therevnto, 
becauſe (as he affirmed) he had no warrant 
ſo todo. He therefore againe did volunta- 
rily remooue him ſelfe, though he was dett- 
red to ſtay,giving the ſecond time the ſame 
cauſe of fic remooving him ſelte, which hee 
oaue bcfore. 
Preſently after, The intreating of the affairs 
of the Aſſembly were continued to rhe 1: 
T weſday of September then next following a: 
Abird:en;% intimation ordained to be made 
m all Presbyteries according to the order 6 
cuſtome obſerved in fic caſes. Which being 
done,& the Aſſembly readie to diflolue,the 
Laird of Lawrefvon returned of him elfe(for 
the doores were neuer ſhut) and proteſted 
that he did not acknowledge thar meeting 
toralawtfull Afſemblie from the beginning; 
(we 
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Becauſe of the abſence of M. PatrikGalloway, 
» [Moderator of the former general Aſſembly; |! 
r- |& of rht ordinary clerk:(Hereitis to be no- Þ| 
ec |tedrharrhe number of Minifters affembled, 
s | was not theexceptcdagainſt:)Tothe prote= *! 
- |ſtatio theModeratorſin name of the reſt)an- #| 
ſvered that the reaſonsthercof notwithſti- 
t |ding,itbchoved the Afſembly to be lawful: 
- |B:cauſeof rhe warrant .1. of Gods word. 
- |z. Lawes of the Realme, 3. continuall prac- 
e |tiſe of the Kirk, fince the yeere of our Lord 
e | r56>. But moſt clearly ſer donn in the book 
of diſcipline cſtabliſhed inthis Lande, at his 
<« |Ma. owne defire publickly made to the Ge. 
nerat Aſſembly hold at Glaſeo, 1 581.where 
h the 7.ca.art:3.84.1t is thus written: All ec- 
cleſiafticall Aſſemblies hane poivtr to convene to- 
zether for treating of things cacerning the church 
// taining to their charges. T hey haue power to ap 
pornt tim:s and places to that effett,e one Aſſem- 
bly to appoint diet, time and place of another. 4. 
The ſubſcription and oath ot the King and 
all his ſubiects. 5. The ſaid letter ofthe Com- 


miſfſioners from Perth and. 6. Preſidents in 
the 
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the Regiſter of the Aſſembly of chooſing # 
new Moderator in abſcnce of the old, and a | \ 
clerke for thetimein place of thordinarie. || 
In meane time the Lord of Lowrefton cau- 

ſed 10hn W:ſheart meſfinger to chargethe NC. |* 
ſembly with letters of Horning to ſuffer the: | 
ſameto deſert, and gave aſubſcribed- copie | © 
to the Moderator inname of the Aſſembly? | 

P; 

ſ 


The reaſons whereof were theſe. 1. That his 
Ma.had ſignified that he could not be reſol- 
ved anentageneral Aſſembly till the Parlia- 
mentwaspalt. 2. That this Aſſembly was 
' withouthis knowledge & conſent. There- 
| vntoObcdiccewasgiyeninſtantly,the Mo. 
derator cravinga certificat of the ſame yn- 
' derthehandofthe meſflinger, who was alſc 
/ . apublike Notarie: but herefuſing, The Mi- Þ* 
'  niſters after thediſlolving of the Aſſemblie t 
with prayer by the Moderator, went pre- | ' 
ſently to the comon Clerkes chamber of 4- Þ* 
birdeen,8& tooke inſtruments of their obedi- 
enceto the ſaid charge: Which was thonly 
' chargethatcverthey heardof firſt or laſt by 
/ publickorprivateintimationor NE: 
7 | Waoat- 
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| aventthe Aſſemb.of Mini.at Abirdeen. 
; | whatſHever,as they proteſted ypontheir ſal» 
vation intheir Apologie ſend afterward to 
| his Maicſtie. | 

Ofthis charge no mention was made to 


wo 


the Lords of the ſecret Coacel,butanother 


,- | was alleadged to haue ben giuen by vertue 
, | ofthe ſameletters on Monday the firit of luly 
| by open proclamatis at the mercat croſſe of 
Abirdeen. Whereas (in trueth) there was no 
ſic thing don. For then the Laird of Lowye. 
on 1yould haue intimated the ſame, whe he 
delivered theſaid letter miſhue, & not haue 
ſaid that he might haue charged them, if he 
would. Againe, it can be proved thatfrom 
the firſt comming of the Laird of Lowrefor 
and his ſeryants into Abirdten to eight hou- 
res in the night, there were cotinually about 
the mercat croſle, walking ſundrie honeſt 
1en, who heard of no fic matter. Moreo- 
ver, ifthe indorſement of the ſaid ſuppoſed 
| Icharge weretrue, to wit, that it was execu- 
; Ited before. 2. witneſſes , both ſervantes to 
, Ithe Laird of Lowreſfon, betweene 7. and $. 
, [houtesat night, yet it was to no purpoſe, 
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Becauſe it was not executed inthe morning 
berweene eight and 1 2. houre at noone; 
before famous witneſſes according to an a&t 
of Parleamenr (FS 7. 

Vpon Thurſday and Friday followir' 1 
reaſon of the error of the Commiſſioners 
Letter atoreſaid, came to Abirdeen Mai. Iohns 
Welſh, Mai. Nathaniel tnzlis, Ma. Iames Greig, 
Ma. 10hn Zounz, Ma.T homas Abirnethie,Ma. 
Archibald Symſon, Ma. Nathaniel Harlaw, M. 
Abraham Henderſon, and lobn Roſſe: who fin- 
ding the Aſſembly diflolved,and having re- 
ceived 2 ſubſcribed copie of the procee- 
dings thereof, went to the place where the 
Aſſembly was holden.and tor the diſcharge 
oftheir Commiſſion, tooke inſtruments vn. 
der the handes of two Notaries, that they 
were come to hauekept the ſaid Aﬀernbly, 
and that they did ratifieall the proceedings 
thereof.in their own names, & in the names 
of the Presbyteries who fentthem. _ 

After which proceedings, the 2 4. of 7nl;, 
Mai. lohn Forbes being in Edinbureh ofpur- 
poſe to ſatisfie the Lords of Councell __ 
"4 Tac 


EE 
anent the Aſſemb.of Minift.at Abirdeen. 
the alleadged diſobedience to his Maidfties 


charge,was ſend for by theCoficell to ſpeak 
with them who were convened, conſiſting 
of 6. Lords and 7.or $.of the late Biſhops, 8: 
Commiſſioners of the Generall Afſemblie 
(anoveltienot heard of betorein Scotland) 
and was commanded to warde in the Caſtle 
» | of Edinburgh, becauſe he would not con- 
demne the Aſſembly at Abirdeen by his pri- 
vate indgement albeit he ſubmitted himſelf 
and proceedings thereat to the General Al. 
—| ſemblie. 

| Maiſter 0b» Yelſh being alſo in Edinburgh, 
was charged by a Meſlinger to compeir be- 
| fore the Councell the next day following; 
who compeiring & refuſing togiuehis oath, 
/ | 2s he tooke it ſuper inquirenadjs, albeit he offe- 
> | red itypon theknowledge of the particular 
>” | interrogatories, was likewiſe warded in the 
Tolbnith till eleaven houres, at which time 
. | both heand Mai.1ohn Forbes were tranſpor- 
7, | ted to Blacknes. 

= The ſecond of Augu?t Ma. Robert Durie, Ma. 
| Andro Duscan, Ma. Alexander Stranchen, and 


1 B Ma. 


| 
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before the Councell,and with them M. lobp 
Wyelſh,vho was brought from Blacknes vpon 


hisoffer to giue his Oath vpo the pointes of 


Ma.lobn Sharp,being ſummoned,compeired 


his ſummonds, and were all committed to 


priſon in Blacknes , for the ſame cauſe for 
which Ma. lohn Forbes was impriſoned, 


The third of 0dober other i 4. of thoſe, . 


who had been either the 2.0r 5. day of Inly 
in _Abirdeen, being cited before the Coun- 
cell z.ot them, becauſe they doubted of the 


lawfulnes of the Aﬀembly, til it were diſcuf- 
ſed ina free Generall Aſſembly, wereremit- 


ted home; and other 7, were warded for the 


{ame cauſe, for which the reſt were impriſo- 
ned before. To wit, Mai. Charles Ferme, and 
Ma.lohn Manro were warded in theCaſtle oi 
Dorone, M. Nathaniel Inelis,8& M.lames Grei:, 
inthe caſtle of Dumbertome, M. lames Irving, 
Ma. William Forbes and lobn Roſſe in the caſtl< 
of Stirling. The reſt who were at Abirdeen'the 
2.and 5.of 1uly were not ſummoned, and ſo 
{pared by the providence of God. + 
Afterſundric Supplications,the faide 1.3. 
| imprt- 


anent the Aſſemb.of Minif4.at Abirdeen.. 


imprifoned Miniſters wrote "reaſons to 
proovethe Summonds fr6 the ſecretCoun- {!! 
. | cell,and proceedings betore them to be pre- | 
iugiciall ro the authoriſed diſcipline of the #Þ 
T' Kirke, and contraric to the laudable order }! 
obſerved inthe Realme. And moſt humbly | 
beſought their Lo: in the name of the Lord 
-Teſus Chriſt, who ſhall indge the quickand 
the dead, to remit their cauſeand trial there- _ 
of tothe Generall Afſembly as only iudge 
competent thereto: as alfo to dimit them in 
prog that they might attende on their cal- 
ings. Which Supplications not regarded, 
they gaue tothe Lords :Declinavdt ſable 
bed by them altheſaid 24.of 0270ber. Wher:- 
ay they did appecale;as it were, fro the King 
nd the Councell, tothe K.and General At- 
2mbly: yer ſo that they did alwajesacknow- 
ledge them ſelues bounde to ſubmit to the 
Councels1udgement, in any matter where- 
* | inany other fubic& was bound toſubmit, 
' | Andhowſoeverthey referred theanſweri 
of thericall Interrogatories to the Genera 
Aſlembly,yet to cleare themſelues of crimes 
B 2 obic- 


A faithfall Report of proceedings 


obictted,they anſwered particular accuſati- 
ons & hypothericall interrogations in their 
Reſuming of the ſaid Summonds and Apo- 
logic to his Ma. 

Their Reaſons of declining the Councels 
wdgement contained in their laſt ſupplica- 
tion, and pleaded when they gaue their De- 
Clinator,be theſe. 

1. They alleadged and read an act of Par- 
liamentinanno t 5 92. whereby a former act 
of Parliament anno « 584. making it treaſo- 
nableto decline the King &Councels iudy- 
ment was interpreted, (tor it paſſed whe the 
principall members both of Kirk and Com- 
monywealth were forced to forſake the land, 
and it was neuer put in executi6) not to de- 
rogateany thing tothe priviledge that God 
hath given to the ſpirituall office-bearers ir 
the Kirk concerning any eſſentiall cenſure 
having warrantof Gods word. Butto judge 
of the lawfulnes or vnlawfulnes of Synodes 
(wherof the General Aſſembly is the finew 
and life) isan effentiall cenſure, having war- 
rantof Gods word. 
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2. By the ptaGtife of the Kirk fince the a 
of Parliament 1 5 $ 4. recordedin the Regi- 
ſterofthe Aſſembly, one Aﬀlembly hath e. 
uer diſcerned and 1udged another, and the 
proceedings thereof, asis evidentin the Ge- 
nerall Aſſembly holde at Dangieanno 1 597. 
which allowed the Aſſembly ar Perth, &the 
m_ ings thereof, at both which Aﬀem. 
| | blies his Ma: was preſent : and (which is 
. | more)herequired the queſtion made of the 
. | former to be decided by the laterAflembly, 
. | as-properly pertayning to that Iudicatorie. 
» | And inhis Ma:Proclamatio given to Hamp. 
. | ton-Court 16. of September 1605. His Ma: fiot 
forgetting the practiſe of this Kirk,expeReth 
-eparation of the ſuppoſed diſorders of the- 
4 | Atſembly (for which we are called in que- 
- | Hon) atthe Aſſembly to be holden at Daun- 
e | %erthe la#t T weſday of Inly next. 
e| 3+ Ifthe Councell fould take vpon them 
s | toindge & cenſurethe lawfulnes or vnlaw- 
y | fulnes, the validitic or invaliditie of an Af 
r- | ſembly: What were this, butto confounde 
| Eccleſtaſticall, & Cwill Iudicatories, which: 
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kitherto haue been by lawand practiſe hap. 
pely diſtinguiſhed2and which his Ma:inthe 
eclaration of the {atde Act of Parliament, 
anno 1584. profeſſeth to bee tarre from his 
meaning. His tention being (as he there at- 
firmeth) #ot in ſort to take away the lawfull and 
ordinarie iudgement in the Kirk, whereby Diſct- 
pline and gude order mizht- decay; But that as 
temporall Magiftrates do inde in temporall mat- | 
ters, ſo Spirituall Turiſd17on ſould haue the ordr- | | 
narie trill in matters belonging tothe Miniftrie | 
and their eHate. 
 Moreauer, It may be afhrmed,thatitisno | | 
| newthing to decline the Councell. For i, | | 
 thereisaDeclinator yer extant, ſubſcribed | | 
”  bythehandesofthole ſame men of the Mi- 
niſterie, who are now moſtagainſt vs, &mo | | 
” then zoo.Paſtors: and 2. Itis alſo, and hath: | | 
'  beenanordinarie cuſtome in civill and crt- | | 
' minallmatters even of Civill perſons to de- | | 
' ClinetheCouncell, andtotake themtothe | 
1udgement of the Lords of Sefſion,orto the 
Juſtice, vpon the different qualitic of the ct- | . 
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At this time Ma. Robert Zonnſor, one of |: 
thoſe who had been remitted from Perth, | 
becauſe he doubted of the lawfulnes of the | * 
Aſſembly, being mooved in conſcience, re= | 
turned; and the ſane day and houre, when | 
theſe 1 3. were ftanding betore the Councel | 
in that cauſe did compeir, and defiring tobe 
heard did acknowledge his ouerlight at 
Perth, and confeſleth his trouble in conſci- 
ence. And therefore thatalbeitnotſummo- 
ned by their Lo: yet charged by the living 
God, was compelled to comethether that 
day to iuſtifie that Aſſembly, & whole pro- 
ceedings thereof, tothe great aſtoniſhment 
of the Lords, and comfort of his brethren; 
vho alſo ſubſcribed the Declinator with 
chem. Whoall thereafter were fende backe 
:0 their ſeuerall priſons,%& Ma. Rebert Zowne- 
{onto the Caſtle of Stirling, with the other 
three that were warded there, and-o as yer 
all continue in warde, PIERRE? 

In their Reſuming of Summondes and 
- | Apologic before mentioned, the Miniſters 
- | cleerethElſclues of crimes obieted, by nar- 
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ration of their proceedings alreadie repor- 
ted, and reaſons therein compriſed, and zet 


further by theſe Apologeticall anſwers. 


Firſt,the true cauſe of the lawfulnes of ec- 
clefiaſticall Synodes,and actions is the ordi- 
nance of Teſus Chriſt, who as King of his 
Kirk, hath preſcribed and commaunded the 
fame in his word, as is affirmed in the ſaide 
booke of Diſcipline,cap. t. art. 10. So that 


the act of Parliament in anno 1 x 9 2. 1s not 


the only warrant of fic Synods and actions, 


| being buttheciuill approbation of our chri- 


ſtian Soveraigne mooved of chriſtian dutie, 
in teſtification of his ſubie&tion ro Chriſt, & 


' willingnes to haueall his {ubtectes brought 


vnder humble obedience to the ſcepter of 


Chriſt, as may appeare by thele wordes of 


theſaid Act: And declareth the ſaid Aſſemblies 

Presbyteries, and Seſsions, Inriſdiction and Dif 
cipline thereof, to baue been in all times bigane, & 
to bein all times comming, mot gude, wit and 


godly inthe ſelfe. Therfore,and the rather be- 


cauſe of our ſubſcription and oath to main- 
teine the diſcipline of our Kirk conteined ” 
| | [4 
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anent the Aſſemb.of Minift. at Abirdeen. 

the Confeſſion of our faith, we had highlie | 
| finned.if we had not forced the General Aſ- 

ſembly, being not forbidden to meet by the {| 
Councell,nor by the Kings Commiſſioner, 
no notby the Commiſſioners of the Gene- 
rall Aſſemblie. For they only adviſed vs not 
to keepe the 5.day,and it was not kept: And 
ſeeing we had indangered the libertie of the 
Kirk, if we had not continued the Afſem- 
blie toa certen day, Forauthoritie deſigned 
none,wherevnto we might haue conſented, 
and therefore, that day being expired, ano- 
ther could not bee appointed by the Kirke, 
according to the ordinance, and ordinarie 
cuſtome of the ſame. 

Secondly, we did not tranſgreſle the {aid 
xt of Parliament anno t 5 9 2. in any thing. 
x. Becauſe it is no inſtituting law, buta fim- 
ple approbation of Aſſemblies as they are 
appointed by the Kirk, 2, Becauſe the faid 
Approbation declares thatit ſalbelawful to 
the Kircke 8& Miniſters euery zeere once,and 
ofter, as occaſion fall require, to hold Gene- 
rall Aſſemblies. z. Becauſe inthe fame ſta. 
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tute it is provided that the King, or his C6- 
miſlioner {1t either be in the Towne where 
the general Aſſembly is held)be preſent,not 
to allow or diſallow the convening or hol- 
ding of the ſaid Afſemblies, but only to no- 
minate the time & place of the next Aſſem- 


_ bly. And therefore it is provided that the 


King or his Commiſſtoner be preſent ar Ilk 
Generall Aſſembly before the diflolvinge 
thereot: Neither doth the proviſo giue au- 
thoritie to the Kingor his Commutſioner to 
nominate the time and place of the next Af. 
ſ(embly abſolutely, or by him ſclte, but con- 
junctly and with the Aſſembly. Burt it nci- 
ther the King norhis Commiſſioner be pre- 
ſentin the place of the Aſſembly, then the 
proviſo faith expreſly, that it ſalbe leſum to 
the Aſſembly by them ſelues to nominatc 
timeand place of the next Aſſembly. Bur 
true itis,that his Ma: could not, and his C6- 


 miſſioner would not be preſent, but (as ſaid 


5) voluntarily removed him ſclte, while the: 
Afſemblie was continued vo a certen time 


and place. - 
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anent the Aſſemb.of Mini#t.at Abirdeen. 


Thirdly,let itbe ſuppoſcd that it was an 
offence to hold,and to continuethe ſaid Af- 
ſemblic, zetit was notto be imputed vnto 
vs, becauſe we were but commutiioners ot 
ſundrie Presbyteries, wherevnto, &not va- 
tovs1n particular the faids letters from the 
Commuſſioners at Edinburgh were directed, 
which notwithſtanding , the Presbyterics 
ſend vs vnto the Afſembly, & approved our 
proceedings after the Aſlembly.So that the 
Presbyteries (it any) and not weare {ubicct 
to cen{ure. 

All which allegations notwithſtanding, 
Ma.lohn Forbes, Ma. lohn Welſh, Ma. Robert 
Durie, Ma. Andrew Duncan, Ma. lohn Sharp; 
and Ma. Alexander Stranchen were brought 
by the guard fro Blackenes to Linliteow, there 
:0 bearraigned vpon Friday 10, Jawrary lat, 
before the ſecret Councell of Treaſon, bc- 
cauſe they declined the judgement ot the 
ſaid Councell, contrarie to the ſaide Act of 


Parleament anno 1 (94. 
The Councell firſt dealt with them in- 


ſtantly,to depart from their Declinator for 


his 
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his Ma: fatisfaQion. They were willing, ſo 
thatall proceedings might be holden pro 4e- 
{:to. Then the Councell willed them to take 
advifeof their brethre,who were many then 
and there met together from many partes of 
Scotland.They did ſo,andat firſt found great 
difference of opinion. For ſome thought it 
lawfull,&(in reſpec of incoveniences likely 
to follow) veric expedient to depart fr6 the 
ſaid Declinator. In the end (with conſent) 
ſome of the Miniſters were ſend to theCod- 
cell, tor eſchewing the preſent perill of thcir 
Brethren,to craue leaue for the priſoners to 
g9, & coterre with the Presbyteries (which 
ſend them in commiſſion) anent that moti- 
on, without whoſe advice thei could do no- 
thing in the ſaid matter. This denied, it waz 
- thoughtby the whole number of the Mini- 

 Ners, that the Priſoners could not paſſe tr6 | 
' their Declinator without great pretudice to 
' theKirkand Kingdomeof Chrift, Where- 
 vp6theiwerecariedto the place of arraign- 
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ment, and named for their Prolocutors Ma. 
' ThomasCraie,M William Oliphant, M.T homas 
: Hope, 
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Hope, & M.T homas Gray, who had all promi- 
ſed to ſpeake for them; but the two tormer 
being abſent were ſend forand retuſed to 
come. The other two by evident reaſons 
made the lawfulnes of the priſoners their 
proceedings, manifeſt to the conſciences of 
all. But the priſoners them ſelues fo cleared 
themſclues & their cauſe, that their enemies 
wereaſtoniſhed, their doubtfull Brethre re. 
ſolved, & euery one that heard, ſatisfied. So 
that the Kings advocat was put to his ſhift, 
namely to charge the Afiſe only to finde, 
whether the priſoners had declined the 
Coiicelsiudgment or no, to which purpoſe 
only he gave them proofes. And the Aſſiſe 
was ſo troubled that they would hauebeen 
ridde of the matter. But thatdenied,&they 
:ncloſed, at the firſt they all would haue 
- clenſed thepriſoners, which being ſignified 
to the Coiicell they willed the Tuſtice clerk, 
and Hewrie Steward Chancellor of theAſſiſe 
(in Eneland called the Forema of the Turie) 
ro deale with the priſoners,to ſee,if zet they 
mightbe made to depart fr6 their Declina- 
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by 
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| tor; which beeing refuſed, they were ſende 
back to the Aſſiſe to convitthe priſoners in 
reſpect it was his Ma.wil, & it behoued fo to 
. be,tor preparing way totheir peace. Vher- 
; vpon it being vated 6. clenſed, and the reſt 
| filedthePriſoners, tothe vnſpeakeablegrief 
| andmiſcontentofall men, except, &c. But 
mdgement was ſuſpended till his Ma. mind 
be knowne. _ | 
Whoſe minde (I hope) will be to reexa- 
 minematters,or to releaſe the priſoners, leſt 
otherwiſe he be guiltic of Innocent bloud, 
zea thebloud of the Lords holy ones (for 
- fachare faithful Miniſters ina ſpecial ſenſe) 
which is right precious in his ſight, And 
therefore he ſaith,T ouch not mine anoynted,e7 
do my Prophets no harme . Andthe rather, be. 
cauſe it is inacted 1 1.Jacob.6.ca.g1. Thatal) 
Aſiiſes (or Turies) be incloſed alone, and no 
perſon to be ſuffered to be with them,nor to 
repaire to them vnderany pretence whatſo- 
eucr,and that they bee not ſuffered tocome 
out for whatſocuer cauſe, till they being a- 
orced, rcturne their an{were to the ;ntlee. 
Other. 
————__—__ 


_—  %Y «« « a — —_— * 


a an ww> a — oa 


anent the Aſſemb.of Minif. at Abirdcen. 


. | Otherwiſe,or in caſc any point of the faide 
act be tranſgreſled, the parties accuſed tobe 
holden, and pronounced cleare & innocent 
of the crimes and treaſons then laid to their 
| | charge. Nay though there were no ſuch ſta- 
- | tute, yet (I hope) his Ma: will take heed of 
\ | ſuchinnocent bloud, becauſe I haue expe- 
| | rience of his naturall gratious diſpoſition. 
_ | For howſocuer incenied by fic as fought 
themſclues,he made greeuous lawes againſt 
the Kirk in anno 1 5 $ 4, zea fo, thathee put 
downe the Presbyterics and ſet vp Biſhops: 
zet vpon better information & conſiderati- 
on, he put downe Papall Biſhops, and ſet 
the Presbyterie as the ordinance of God. 
Aoain,his Ma. being verie wiſe, can notbur 
erceyue how the titular Biſhops which he 
ath made, grieving that they haue a title. 
without Iurifdiction : And the late Com- 
m:[oners of the Generall Aſſembly, aſpi- 
ring to that tranſcendent authoritie, which 
they ſee Commilſhoners Eccleſiaſticall ex- 
erciſe in Exglande , vnder pretence of his 
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Ma: prerogatiue,vſeall the deviſcs,friendes, 
and meanes they can, to incenſe his Ma: a- | 
eainſt all Presbyteriall governement;eſpeci- 
ally the Generall Aſſembly, which holdeth 
all in aw. | 

Beſecching God to ſandifie and bleſſe 
his Maicſtie, andhis Royall Iſſue to iuſtifie 
wiledome, and comfort his people. I com- 
mend this Report to the Reader, and him 
tothegraceot God, From my chamber 
the 21, of February 1606. 
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